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composed hymns and exercised priestly functions. In
later times, lest those of the lower castes should encroach
upon their preserves, legends were invented to show
that these men had, by miraculous means, been first
made Brahmans, and then allowed to perform the duties
peculiar to that privileged caste. From other hymns it
is evident that Brahmans intermarried with women
of the other classes, taking the widows, and in some
cases the wives, of men still living; and the terms in
which the evils of interference with the Brahman's rights
and privileges are described show a decided tendency to
growth in strength and bitterness.

Dr. Roth's opinion on the subject is as follows:
" The religious development of India is attached through
the course of three thousand years to the word brahma.
This conception might be taken as the standard for
estimating the progress of thought directed to divine
things, as at every step taken it has gained a new form ;
while at the same time it has always embraced in itself
the highest spiritual acquisition of the nation. The
original signification of the word brahma in the Vedic
hymns, is that of prayer; not praise or thanksgiving,
but that invocation which, with the force of the will
directed to God, seeks to draw Him to itself, and to
receive satisfaction from Him. From this oldest sense
and form of brahma was formed the masculine noun
brahma, which was the designation of those who pro-
nounced the prayers, or performed the sacred cere-
monies ; and in nearly all the passages of the Rig Veda,
in which it was thought that this word must refer to the
Brahmanical caste, this more extended sense must be
substituted for the more limited one. From this sense
of the word brahma nothing was more natural than
to convert this offerer of prayer into a particular